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ROTHER CHARLEY. 1 Dbet

when you here what 1 &

Graee has nade up our

minds you & Mary will

wisht you wa= doing the same thing

or may be you will follow our ex-

ampel & do the same thing & 1 hope |

You will becvause its the only way to
live when you got children.

Charley we made up our minds to

buy a place some wheres out in the

subburbs & build a house not u grate |
big house of corse but a house where |

@ man can move around in With out
bhumping in to the

groumid =0 the chil-

walls ail the wile

and have enough

dren won't half to he cooped up all!
the day like in a flat but can run
around & gel some exxersise

The other day the Walters came to
see us & staved all pom. & little

I:d & the baby both of them hollered
a1l the wile they was there & when
the Walters bad went | save to Grace
#1s a bout time you lerned them
babys to shut there mouth when we

ite 0 k 8o [ don't half to do no wor-
ring a bout that.

well theys 1 good thing Charley
1 wont half to lay aside no $60 per
wk. but will only half to lay a side
a hout 3% per mo, provideing 1
dont want to get all cleaned up till
I half to which is 0 ¥rs. from now
but if 1 want to get all cleaned up
as soon a= 1 can which is ¥ra.
1 wiil half to lay a side a bout §160

per mo. & | guess thas what 1
will do. we dont half to worry a
bout the 2660 Grace borryed off her

rwant thiz or that & what do 1 know
|a bhout it & he is getting payed for
doing the worrying but in sted of him
| doing it he lavs it all off on to me.
| somie times he wants to know do we
Cwant a tin or ivery bath tub & fits
in the contrack for us to have a ivery
bath tub but when I tell him that
he savs [ thot you might of wanted
tin becatise ivery's going to cost more
money & when I say what do I care
what it costs because all T half to
| pay is what the contrack calls for
then he says the price of iverys went

bhe not till the middle of march & I
& Grace all ready had the flat sub
letted to a family from the 1 of
march to the 1 of May & theyv was
going to keep it after words for them
sclf so now 1 & (Grace will half to
stay at some hotel or some Wwheres
from the 1 of march till the house is
| innished & it will cost us some more
money besides storeing our furnitur
for a couple wkas.

Hut may be by the 1 of March the
house will be s0o as we can stick the
| furniture im it but I dont know &

old man because he sends her $200 | up — we cant put it in for the money¥  they got me worred & the archateck

evry berth day & he wont half teo
senid her nothing for 3 yre. & we will

be all square.
Fred A. Gross.
¥ ok ¥ %

Chicago, Nowv, 20—
L)!-;.\ll harley well Charley they
startedd work on the house &
what do you think they done right
off the real they dug the founda-
shun the rong way of the let & now
they ot ta do it all over again but
it wont cost me nothing because its

theer own fault & they dug the foun-
dashun like as if the long way of the

house was going to run the way of
the st. & it dont run that way in
the plans & they got to fill in part

i

T thot we conld so 1 & Grace argu it
out & then tell him to go ahead &

Then he keeps wanting me to tell
him if we want thi= or that & how
do 1 know what is it we wunt when
its all in the contrack & he should
ought to know with out. hothering
me. & hesides that the real estale
man told me that taxes was pretty
near nothing in Allison but 1T got
notise to day that [ owe $60 taxes
& if thats preity near nothing Im
I'gluni it aint no big amt.

Then annther thing when the
archateclk drawed the plan: he made
a misstake @ bout putting in the radi-
lators for the hot water heat & hes
|aint got enough of them in & hes
ig‘oinp. to put in 2 extra ls and he aint

|

a] SEESN OSE OF THE NEIGHBORS AND THEY SAYS THEY HASN™T BEEN NOBUWY WORKING FOR A WEER."

gat Co. & Grace =avs [ can’t do roth-
ing with them because there cooped
up in the flat all day & dont never
zet out & how can you expect them
to be nothing but cross & mean _al1
the wile. She says you are makeing
good money now & 1 dont see why
is it we cant find a place out in the
country some wheres & live there &
it wouldent take you no longer to
get to work then it does now w.l‘th
this rotten "L~ servus.

So 1 says well when our lease runs
out imn Oct. I will look a round in
some of them subburbs & see can
we rent a house reasonible or may
be we can buy a little 1 on payments,
Then (Grace sayvs lets buy a lot some
wheres & build our own house & 1
pays what do you think I am rocke-
fellow & she says mo but you dont
half to be rockefellow to build a
house now days because you can
borry the money & pay it back a lit-
tle to a time & just like paying rent
only vyour getting more for ¥your
money. Then she says and bhesjdes
L: got $1000 in the bank that you can
take & how much ¥you got in the
bank vyour self. So I got out my
bank book & seen where I had a
bout $600 & with her $1000 that
makes a bout $1600 & we can Eeét a
nice lot some wheres for that amt.
& then pay for the house by the ma.
& build a bungelio say costing $2400
and have it all payed for in 1 ¥r. by
paying $50 per wk. & meen time we
can live on $50 per wk. & cut down
on cloths & movies & Eroserys.

I am going to get off tomorrow
p m and Annies comeing over 1o
ook out for the babys while 1 &
Grace gos to 1 of the subburbs &

we are going to look them all over
1 at a time before we chose the 1 we
want so it may be 2 or 3 mos. before
1 can write & tell you where are we
going to locat at but now [ cant
hardly wait till we got our lot &
started to build our bungello because
a man aint realy liveing when he is
liveing in a flat & espeshaly when
youve got childern. ¥ou better get
busy Charley & get in to the game.
Kindest to Jlary.
Fred A. Cross.
x K & W
Chicago, May
BRUTHI-}R Charley. I didn't think
I would be writeing you this
news so aquick but we got our lot all
ready & its out to Allison 16 mi. west
of the loop on the ¢ d & x & it dont
only take 40 min. for the trains to

come in to town & it takes me 35
min. now to go in on the L. we was

oing to look over all the subburbs

ut Allison was the 18t 1 on the list
& OCrace got stuck on it right away
& 80 did 1 & we went a round with
the real estate man & he showed us
some swell lots & 1 that vou could-
ent get a way from because it was

“Wig & roomy & 3 big trees on it that

the real estate man says is maple &
‘w- real bargun hecause its 100 fr,
frontidge & 150 ft. deep & only $1500
& we can pay for it when ever we
get ready provideing its in side of 2
vri. & thats casy.
" L had %100 a long with me when
we went out & When I see what a
hargun we Was gettin & the real es-
tate man sayvs we better hurey if we
wanted it hecause some body else
was libel to see it & cop it out so 1
give the real estate man the $100 to
pind the bargun & he i going to get
the papers fixed up today & then T
®iHe give him the other 21400 we got
gaverd in the bank & then we can
barry the meoney to build the bun-
i'cuo & pay that back a mo. at a
firme. & finnish up paying for the Int

Yer words. we figure that in 2 yrs.
we will be all eleaned up & have our
"own home & not be worring a bout
no rent onct a mo. & they'll be rvom
fo# the kids to play a round all day
with out no danger of them bring
rum over by a St c4ar or some thing.

I got a date Wwith the real estate
man to grt the papers fixed up &
must hurry down town. you better

get busy Charley & gel in to the
game.
Kindest to Mary.
Fred A. Cross.
* * ¥ %

Chicago, Nov. 20—

ROTHER Charley, wear started at
last & Grace horryed $660 off of
her old man & Ive gave it to the bank
& now they got it all tho there sup-
osed to be loneing it to me & I pay
the int. & the comishon & all that
& dont never even see the money or
dont know weather they is any or
not, but what do you think Charley
the bank wont even let me pay it
pack when 1 get it but 1 got to wait
2 vyrs. & 'z pay int. all that time
before 1 can pay it all up even if |
should pick up a million dollars on
the st. tomorrow & 1 cant pay so
much per wk. but I got to pay it this
way. 6% int. twict a yr. besides pay-

ing back on the prinsipal evry yr.|¢Xtira 50 only 1 aint payed it yet
for 5 vrs. unless I want to pay it all but will half to.

up in 2 & '» vyre. & if T dont it will but the house is geting a long
he 800 evry yr. for O ¥ra. besides fine & the out side is most all up &
the int s they are in a hurry to get the roof

& vet the paners keens after us finnished _before the real bad snow |
and pans the life out of us because comes & Soon as they get the roof on
thevs 1 or 2 stick up men a round they wont care if the weather is|
lnﬂ-“I; ir 2 { rotten or o k.

f had to bring the contrackter tr.[ best wishes for a mary xmas to
the bark with me & him & the man | You & Mdry & little Mary & kind
in the bank went over the m-nlra:-k|"3‘|" & | know youll see how it is.
g =ther & fixed up how he was ; Fred A. Goss.
golnz to =0t paved ¥ Eels A 1:1.I * ¥ ¥ %

i 3; . Ilhfw : i”“. lt I:fll 'm:ll‘ “.-Iku!.r;'r Chicago, Jan. 21—

" e or the GifTrent ATrts of | - = 4 |
Tl‘t: l?nu.\r' gets there money uhrnl [)1""“ Chuarley. they got me all most
ever the eantrackter tolls the archa- i drove crazy & if any body ever

teck they got 2ome eameinz & then
the archateck sign= & nrder on the
pank & 1 in dors the order but bhe-
fore the archateck =igms the order

ok

dug out & do some
more diging & it dont matter but
it takes time & if they dont hurry
up & get the foundashun layed the
ground will be froze stiff & they cant
get started before winter. 1 told
(Grace to let them go a head & build
the house the way they started but
her and the archateck give me the
laugh & so there going to have it did
over.

It snowed a little this a m but the
archateck s=avs that dont make no
diffrence as long is it dont freez
hard & the ground gets froze. you
see the foundashun is concreet & if
it should get froze it might maybe
gqrack some time & brake & give a
way & the house might may be fall
down on our head. .

Well Charley 1 guess things will
g0 4 long o k now & Im glad wear
started & if T was you 1 would get
in to the game because liveing in a
house is the only way to Irrelwhen
you got childern & 1 guess its all
right for the bank to have all my
money & all the papers a bout the
house & lot because this is a old
bank & no chance of blowing up but
it =eems kind of funny that I cant
keep the papers or nothing to show
that I own a lot or own any thing
but liveing in a house is the only
thing when you got childern & speak-
ing of childern how is little May &
both Ed & the -baby is geting a long

of what they

Kindest rgds. from 1 & Grace.
F. A. Gross.
* x %k %
Chicage. Dec. 23—

ROTHER (harley. this is to wish

you a mary xmas & Charley 1
know you will exxcus 1 & Grace from
not sending nothing to you & Mary
this ¥r. but this house building has
got me on the jump & 1 cant spend
a nickel on nothing this yr. Grace is
sending little May a box of candy
that she made her self & next xmas
may be we will be better fixed & can
send you some thing as usul but you
can see where wear up agalnst it this
vr. & c¢ant send mnothing because
things cost a hole lot more than 1
thot or I wouldent never of started
to build.

the latest is the archateck told me
we should ought to do some grade-
ing on the lot a round the house be-
cause the weather was s0 good &
ithen we wouldent have to do no
gradeing in the spring but could get
busy right a way & fix up the lawn
& plant the grass seeds. well 1 told
Grace s bout it & she says it was in
the contrack that the contrackter
had to do the gradeing with the dirt
that was dug out of the ground
where the foundashon is at & 1 told
the archateck a bout that & he says
on acct of there diging the founda-
shon the rong way at the start there
wasent no dirt left over because they
had to fill in whers they dug out
and shouldent of dug so 1 had to go
& get a hold of a man to come &
do mome gradeing a round the house
& he stuck me up for $60 but thats
all over now & out of the way.

Then GGrace found out that they
was only 2 of the rms. up stares that
theve a place for closets in them &
I say= 2 closcts was enough but she
savs no they got to be closets in all
4« af the rms. up stares & 1 askd
the archateck a bout it & he mays it
was foolish, but Grace Kkicked like
a mule & the archateck says he could
put in the closets but it would make

them 2 rms. smaller, [ asked him
if it would rost more money & he
suys no he dident think so so we

had him go a head & make plans for
¢ more closcts & yest. he come &
told me it would cost 350 more & 1
savs I thot you told me it wouldent
cost nothing more & he

“aya | thot

told me vet what that will amt. to but
it will be a plenty. !

Where 1T was going to lay a side
$160 per mo. | aint laving nothing a
side & they dont seem to be no chance
of ever saveing a nickel unlest we
dont eat nothing & you know Charley
I wasent never the man Lo starv my
self to death. [ told the man down
to the bank a hout the radiators &
the bath tub & he says | shm_ald ought
to of had some sort of writen con-
track with the archateck 8o he
{rouldent keep hanging them things
jon me all the wile but its to late now
& any way | guess they wont be no
more trouble tho I wisht they would
go a head & not worry me Lo death
asking them questions.

rgds. to Mary.

F. A. Gross.
* ¥ k *
Chicago. Feb. 2—

ROTHER Charley. Well Charley

Im up against it now right. we
was 80 busy down to the station &
a round town that I dident get out
to Allison for 2 wks & I went oul
there yest. & went to the house &
they wasent no body working & |
seen 1 of the nayhers & they says
they hasent been no body working
for a wk. tho the weathers bheen
grand & they should ought to be hus-
ling on the job to get it finnished be-
fore the 1 of March.

I called the archateck up & asked
him what was comeing off & he says
the contrackter couldent do no mor:
till he get some more lumber & the
lumber Co. wouldn't let the con-

trackter have no more because it
wouldent trust him for no more
money & if I would garantee the

money all right., what do you Know
about that Charley?

I says why should T garantee the
money when its all down to the bank
& the archaterk gays that dident
make no diffrence to the lumber Co.
hecause the contrackter all ready got
all the lumber that was called for in
the contrack & now he wanted some
more & [ says what for & he savs
the contrackter used more Jumhber
then the archateck thot they was
going to'need well [ saye 1 wouldent
garantee nothing & the archateck
says he wouldent neither if he was
me but if we couldent gel no more
lumber the work would be held up
till we did get some 80 there you are.

I talked to the man down to the
bank & he says the contrackter was-
ent no good & dident have no credit
& if he used more lumber then the
contrack called for he should ought
to pay for it him self. so I called up
the contrackter & told him a bout it
& he says he was sick of the job any
way & 1 could go jump in the lake
because he wasent going to do no
job where he was loosing money.

1 told them that down to the hank
& the man says I could make the
contrackter finnish the job but if he
couldent get no credit & dident want
to finnish the job 1 wouldent have
no house for a r. or just as long as
the contrackter felt like. T mays no
because it says right in the contrack
that the house must be all done by
the 1 of march & the man at the bank
gays ves but suppose it aint done
then what will you do a hout ft. I
says 1 will sue the contrackter and
they says you ¢ouldent git a nickel
because theys no penalty in the con-
track for him not geting threw by
the 1 of march & even if they was
vou couldent get nothing out of him
if hes broke & hes probly broke or
elge they wouldent be no trouble a
bout him getting credit.

So 1 went to the archateck & talk-

ed it over with him & he savs the
contrackter under hid on the con-
track & =een he couldn't build no

‘"ﬂp .\‘ :l L If

/‘:‘ U /;.[;%, %

“WE WENT AROUND WITH THE REAL ESTATE MAN AND HE SHOWE
US SOME SWELL LOTS.” HE SHOWED

50 my self but T was miss taken. so
what could a man do but pay the

says to you build a house bust them in
the jaw. The archateck keeps ring-

|mg me up on the phone all the while
he over looks the work & sees that a bout 5 times a da & asking do 1

house like mine for no such fi e
thats why he wanted to quit &a}uzay‘;
that may be so but what do I care
: l:elo:lsﬁu mokne}'hits his own falt
4 make him
!lnnli‘sh the job. B AN &
Then the archateck says ve
could do that but vou mul;dezt'm{.locg
him finnish it in no spesifide time &
| he mlg]ﬂ. be 10 yrs. doing it so the
'l:est thing vou can do now is let me
|get a boss carpenter to finnish the
job & let all the sub contrackters EO
|a. head with there part & the car-
.l"u-nn-r can ;In the work the contrack-
{ter was going to do & vo : r
[him by the wk. et
I says how much more will that
cost. he sayvs hardly any more & you
will get the job finished quick that
way so I says all right go a head &
hire a carpenter so hes going to hire
a carpenter but he says they aint no
chance in the world of petting the
house bulid by the 1 of march & may

d

its $50 or $60 more or what ever it is |

tho thats what
I mive him $200
then 1 take

aint worryving at all
he gets payed for.

to worry for me &
job a way from him.
me any good ta go out to that
trackters house & brake
would do it but what would that
me. mnothing.

I hope the archateck can get a hold
of a good carpenter right a way &
rush the job threw but theys no tel-
ing how long it will be & T lerned
all ready not to look for no good
luck.

Kindegt

COn-

Bt

to Mary,
Fred

* & ¥ *

Chicago, Feh., 24—
DI-I.\I‘. Charley. what do you su-

pose has came off now. the archa-
teck is sick & cant be on the job no
more & left the work to his cousin
& how do I know weather the cousin
knows a house from a box car but
what can 1 do. | asked the cousin
what wag the matter with the archa-
teck & he says it was a nervous brake
down & he thot he got sick worrying
4 bout my house because evry thing
had went rong. | says he aint did ne
more worring then me & [ dont even
get payed for worring.
Well the cousin is worse
archteck a bout asking questions th
1 dont knew nothing a bout what to
anser & if asking questions made the
archateck sick his cousins wont live
a wk.
According to the contrack the housge
should ought to be finished a wk,
from now but it aint no further a long
then it was in januery as far as | can
see & this here boss carpenter they
gol working wouldent never  he
pinched for sneed. 1 was put there to-
day & asked him how much longer he
would be working & he saya [ cant go
very fasi now because Im waiting for
them to biing the mill work. so | got
to call up the mill work people to-
morrow. the longer they dont deliver
the mill work the longer it will take
them to be threw with the house &
Im payving this here carpenter by the
day and besides that we got to go &
bord some wheres after the 1 of
Mareh because the real estate people
took our flat off of our hands when
we told them we wanted to get a way
the | of march & they all ready sinod
up with them people that we had the
flat sub letted to & we will half to
move out on or before next tues,
where wear going to I dont know &
I guess we might as well burn up the

A, Gross.

lake.

no jam like this & If any bhody ever

pulls this home stuff on you bust them

in the jaw, F. A, Gross,
* ¥ % *

Chicago. Feh, 2

BI’.OTHI—‘.R Charley. well Charley

ple a couple of swedes to bring there

I & they was down to
times argueing & they

they wasent going to get there money
because they had sined a

the bank 4

on me & thot becausze they dident
have no contrack with me I was going
to heat them out of there stuff,

The man at the bank kept telling

his
if it would do

hig jaw I

!

then ‘h'-‘!lm_ but he dident do it so 1 got an
a4t other man to grade it for $1:0.

|

furnitur & go & throw our self in the | be

| ouzzht to be t

A Story by Ring W. Lardner

grass seeds & fixing up the yard
& he says it must got to be graded
1st. 1 say= what do You mean graded
& he =ays its all ups & downs &
the grounds a round the house is
lower all ready then the ground out
by the st. [ says it was in my con-
track for the contrackter to grade the

I dont shut & you cant lock none of
| them & yon cant epen none of the
! windows which is all o k now because
{ it aint hot vet & we aint got no
| screens tho we ordered them 1 mo.

a go & theyll cost $50 more & thevs
| no room in the kitchen for a stove or
a table &

the roof of the house leeks

“wIHE ROOF OF THE HOLSE LEAKS™

He
suvs well then you got stung for $120.
hecause they hasent been no gradeing

did that 1 c¢an see. 1 argude with
him a bout it but he says he
wouldent so no grass seeds or have
anything 1o do with it unlest it wWas

would grade it
as the grass
in a drive

graded & he said hp
& put black dirt on it =o

would grow & all so pul
way ot cement and gravvie all for
$200.

Vell Charley they wasent nplhl_ng
fn‘:' me to do but hire him & did you
ever here any thing like it

The gus has been rll'.s.ntil‘lp ‘*-310:::3

& HI. the stove =
house from thrr:r- ;ﬁny & the
wired for electrick Its.
part of it is © k & _}he
doing now is fixing
pollish & when

house i= all
& nll that
only thing lhor:-_”
the flors with 3
;Jl?:ns did theyll be all t.lhrmv_llru: !}
takes time to do that & 1 '\‘\_I.‘:h i
was aull over because wesr -!?"kfo
bording to say nothing of payving n:-1r|I
the bord & payving the carpenter Hd
& 1 still got the finnishe

the time.
hard ware to pay for & thats‘hsplal}f;
& when the 1 of july como‘s ,yI
%120 int. lo pay so yoiu ?_f]'(;"
7 - - - ~ ‘l -
! got some thing to WoOrry n.'::
ﬁ-v & 1 bet John E. rockefellow

Your lucky Charley that you aint inl

stuff a round but before they brung it!
wasg scared |

contrack | house
with the contrackter that blowed up

them that the money was rizght there  house & we been here =

¢ 1ing they d
we finely got the mill work :)PD-! s

would be worring to if th_‘:\i_mG‘;Loés,
§140 in the bank to pay
d hard ware ‘aH roar?_v
but some way the archatecks :.'f)llFH'I
got balled up & give some t?ndg sgme
ident have coming & the
bank reffused to pay the
the finnished hard ware
& 1 went down to see why not & he
says all the money was dra\_x‘edlo;:t
all ready & they wasent nothing le _t.
T dont under stand it but [ quit try-
ing to under stand a bout this here

p o= 1 put
for the finnishe

man at the
order for

% k¥
Allison. 111, May 6—
yROTHET Charley. 1 bet you wont
L never beleive it but wear in our
2 hole days,

“YOU CAN'T OPEN NONE OF THE WINDOWS.”

for them when they got there work
delivered but that dident do no good
& the swede that was down there
with me called the bank a lire & me
a lire & a crook & T called him some
things to only I couldent call him as
bad as he is.

Well if it wasent for haveing the
job held up I would of told him &
his mill work to go tn h-¢ll but what
could I do because it would take 3
wks, to get Lthe work did somewheres
else & all that time we would be
paying bord & paying the carpenter
fo & not getting no where. g0 finely
I had to sine a paper garanteeing
that the swede would get the money
that the bank all ready had for him
& that was all he- wanted was my
garantee tho I couldent of got the
mony myself with a stick of dinamite,
he promused to deliver the mill work
today but I wouldent give a nickle a
thousand for his promuses.

Well we got a place to bord & a
place to stor the furnitur & its going
to cust us %25 a wk. for our hoard
& 10 1o store the furniturec besides
geling it moved which will cost §60
from the flat to the store house &
$20 more from there to the house if
the houge is ever ready for it.

That's a hout all the news 1 got for
you this time & wisht I had some
good news but I guess Im lucky to

be a live. rgds to Mary,
Fred A. Gross.
¥ % ¥ ¥

Chicago, March 28—
BROTHER Charley. Well Charley
we been held up again & this

time it was the electrick 1t. fixtures
& Grace picked them out & they
cost $200 in sted of the $100 we
stuck in the bank to pay for them so
the ¢xtra %100 comes out of my
pocket & besides that the archatecks
cousin =ays the contrack only calls
for 2 cotes of paint on the out side
of the house where they should ought
to be 3 & he can get an other cote
put on for $60, which is pretty nice
of him & besides all that Im paying
the carpenter now evry wk. for o
wks. z L
The archateck is still sick yet &
1 havnt saw his cousin the last couple
of wks, but I guess the carpenters
doing things o k & as far as I can
dee a archateck might as well stay
sick all the wile for all the good
he is accept drawing pitchers of the
new house before it is build.
F. A. Gross.
* %k %k *
Chicago, April 13—
DE.\R Charley. The house is pretty
near finished Charley & it looks
fine & worth all the trouble & Grace
come out with me to see it yest, &
is plum nuts over it so every things
o k but my troubles isent over yet
& heres the lattesl, the village of Al-
ison hag ordered us to put in a new
cement sidewalk & we got to have a
side walk up in to the yard up to
the house as well as a long the st. &
its going to cost a even 3$200.
Well thats prstty bad, but that aint
pothing. I asked a man a bout soing

the furniturs here & the movers bust-
ed it all to peaces but we dont mind
a little thing like that. Grace is
tickled to death & as long is shes
plesed its all o k but T got so much
to do I aint got much time to write.
1 called up the archateck today to
see would he come out & see if things
looked o k to him but he was still
sick yet Lut the cousin come out &
we was haveing supper & he set
down with us tho we dident have
nothing to eat because the gas stove
aint come yet & even if it come it
wouldent do no good becanse the
gas aint conected. well the archatecks
cousin says the house looks o k to
him accept that theys a few things
the matter & should ought 1o be
fixed up. He says you got a mitey
nice place here for $4000 besides
what you payed for the lot. 1 savs
where do you get that stuff $4000
besides what we payed for the lot,
We paved 33000 for the lot besides
int, & 1 dont know how much more
then %4000 the house is going to cost
us but I bet its closter to $6000 &
then T & him set doewn & figured it
up. thev aint no chance now for me
gefing 1_he bank paved up before the
D ¥re. is up so Jdst theys $4000 &
then theys $240 ¥nt. on the $4000.
':!‘hpn theys $50 for the garantee pol-
isy that T payed when T got the lot
& %50 for an other 1 when I got the
money at the bank. and T payed for
the finnished hard ware twict & that
%2140 each time or $200. then I give
the bank $60 for insurance & 360 for
comishon & T give them $150 for
my bal. on what 1 owed the archa-
teck & the 230 T give him to start
with & $100 for the wall paper. that
money I giyve them for the archa-
teck & the wall paper was paved
out soms wheres else so I pav that
twict & 2170 for sradeing but that
rradeing dident take =0 T paved %300
mnare for the same inb the 2d. time
250 for 7 extra closetz in the hnnse
& $200 for the ecarpenter that dore
the work when tha contrackter nuit
an me & 2900 for cement walk &
ita all ererckad sl readv and tan
for moveine & etorecine the furnitur
& its all busted to neacea & 2100
extra fnr electrick 1t. fixturer he-
eayse Grace gseen gome she liked &
of corse they was the most sx-
nengiv & %60 for a extra ecote of
naint th~t T dont krow weather we
needad i or mot & T dont knaw
weather it was aver nut an £ To0n
for anre hard hill whoara wa atavad nt
Well we flgured that al] up & it
amts. to 31600 & that dont includ the
$4000 or the $3000 for the lot so what
was suposed to cost me a bout $7300
or $7400 is going to cost me $11,000
& T aint got a cent in the world &
theys int. do the 1 of July & besides
that we got to buy cole to heat the

i water for the bath tub & wash basens

because they was suposed to put in
a gas heater but they made a miss
take & put in a cole heater & the
archatecks cousin is sorry they made
the miss take but says we can get it
;?}Jlged to a gas heater for a bout

-t g

After hed went 1 looked a round
& 1 just got threw looking & T found
out that all as is the matter with the
house is that the doors thats shut

J

dont open & the doors thats open

|

& we aint got no electrick lamps that
wi brdered when the fixtures was puj.
in & we will half to go to bed when it
gets dark nights un lest we want to
run a round with candles like I been
doing & the cellers full of water &
besdes that the sewer backs up in to
the cellar from the st. 1
But the kids seems to be haveln"n
hell of a time espeshally little Ed.
& Grace is running a rvound like a
chicken with thers head off & tickeld
to ds-atzg so what kick have 1 got
comeing- even if I owe more money
then I'll ever see & my hares turned
gray & the papers 43 paning the
life out of the dept. hecause theye 1
or 2 stick up men a round town,
Tomorrow I got to buy some cole
to run the heater & coles only 514 a
ton out here & T got to buy a re-
fizjereator because we was suposed
to have 1 built in but they left it
out while the archateck was sick &
T got to get a plumber to take the
water out of the celler & see weather
he cant coax the sewer to stay onut
| doors. T dont know where thevll put
| the mas stove if thev bring it & if we
! was to put both the gas stove & the
lkitcm‘-n table in the kitchen Grace
! would have to cut her gelf in 2 1o =et
| in & cook the meals or wash the
dishs. well Charlev Im goin2 to bed
| & its 10 to 1 the hed will brake down
bt if it does T'1! lay right there on
the floor & not never know the differ.
ence,

reds, to Mary,

Fred A. Gross,
¥ * x *

Allison, T1l., June 25—
ROTHEI Charley. well Charley
we heen liveing in the house

a bout 6 wks. now & the gas stoves
been here 4 days & 1 dont know how
they remembered to bring it & we
finely managed to get 2 of the win-
dows open & its been frightful hot
but we dont dare keep them open very
| long to a time because the screens
]I.'-wnt here yet. We got the stove
i & the table both in the kichen &
they aint no danger of me going in
the kichen & bothering Grace be-
cause if T went in there it would
take this here Houdini to get me out.

Well Charley the archateck finely
got all o k again and come out to
gee us & what do yvou think he pulied
on me. He says my cousin was tell-
ing me that your place cost $3200
more than you figured & 1 says yes
it did. So just as he was going he
left me a bill for $160 & he says he

was suposed to get 5% of the cost
of the house & if they was $3200

extras he should ought to have $160
more. do you know what 1 says to
him. 1 says wait a minut you got it
figured rong. 1 bought a lawn more
today to cul the grass when it comes
up & it cost me $16 so 1 think wvou
should ought to add on 40 cents,
then I shut the door as clost as jt
will shut & he beat it & stopped out
side to take some pitchers of the
house & 1 supose he will try to soke
me % of what it costs to get them
pitchers developed.

Well Charley next wk. 1 got to pay
the 1st int. on the lone down to the
bank & I dont know where the
moneys comeing from & I says some
thing a bout it to Grace & she mays
she would write & ask her old man.
Hes a good old scout Charley & 1
bet he will come acrost but I hate
to be touching him all the wile, But
theys 1 thing sure he wont never
half to give Grace no more berth
day presents not even if he lives 20
¥rs. more.

The Walters was out to see us to-
day & there tickled to death with the
house & they got the building bug
now. well Charley after alls sald &
did its the only life when vou got
children & if I was you Id get busy
& gel in to the game.

Kindest to Mary.

i Fred A. Gross.
{Caprright. 1821.)

American Cob Pipes.
AMERICA gave the world tobacco

and it has also given it the corn
cob pipe. About forty million corm
cob pipes are manufactured yearly in
the United States and most of them
are turned out in Missouri. The
American corn cob pipe is smoked on
the streets of Cairo, the streets of
London, throughout South Africa, and
smoke goes up from it all over Aus-
tralia.

This age is roundly and soundly de-
nounced as the age of luxury, the age
of extravagance, the age of riotous
living and the age of reckless waste,
yet the corn cob pipe, symbol of early
American simplicity and old-fashion-
ed democracy, or republicanism, con-
tinues to give its consolation to the
world. It is surpriding that the corn
cob pipe survives, first because it is
g0 old-fashioned, and, second, because
it is cheap. It ia the “American meer-
schaum."”

Probably there are more brier pipes
than corn cob pipes, but the corn cob
pipe is made out of a corn cob and the
brier pipe is not made out of brier.
The real French brier and TItalian
brier pipes are made out of the roots
of the heather, the “pur-r-r-pul hay-

ther,” of which Harry Lauder sings.
Heather grows abundantly in Europe,
about as abundantly as sage brush
and greasewood in the western coun-
try. The French word for heather is
“hruyere,” pronounced “brue-yaire.”
The English in speaking of the bruy-
ere bowl of a pipe came into the hab-
it of calling it a brier pipe, and it is
brier pipe today, though it is made of
the root-wood of the heather, re-
markably light, fire-resistant, ab-
sorbent and often beautifully grained.
It is not naturally brown, but is of
light color—just the color of freeh
chopped wood. perhaps a shade darker
than pine when it is first cut. The
pipe bowl is stained to the shade of
mahogany because pipe smokers have
formed the habit of considering that
the proper coler for a pipe. Of
course, if you should buy a pipe the
real color of heather root it would

soon turn dark on absorbing the tar
and oils of tobacoa,

-
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coalless cities, the furnace-
homes, often spoken of,
but usually referred to as a
dream of the scientixts, ars
coming in the very near future, ac-
cording to Dr. Charles I'. Steinmetz,
world-famous electrical wizard.
“Cooking and heating by clectricity
i8 nothing new. Nor is the clectrify-
ing of railroads and the operating of
factory plants by electricity. but the
day is not far distant when this serv-
ice to mankind will be exténded.” s8ySs
the engineer. "It all remains on a
means for reducing the costs of el~c-
tricity to revolutionize all our domes-
tic life.”
Idr.  Steinmetz's
have Leen such that anvthing he pre-

dicts about electrieity is well worthy
of serious consideration, no maller
how bizarre his ideas may seem.
Consider the enormous loss sustain-
d every vear by not utilizing coal to
he greatest possible cxtent. Think
of the enormous amount of coal used
in the United States in the course of
a vear. In 13915 the consumptlion was
857,000,000 tons, which may not mean
much to the average person, until il-
lustirated by a pleturesque compari-
soft by Dr. Steinmetz.
* * &k %

“One of the wonders of the world
is the great Chinese wall, running

unsucces<fulls
norithern border
the pro-
building mate-

which that
tried to protect
from invasion.

duced in one year as
rial, we could build with it a wall
like the Chines: wall, around
United States, a distance not of hun-
dreds dut of thousands of miles And
the coal producer the next year would
represent chemical energy sufficient
to lift this entire wall into space for
a height of 200 miles.

“Our present methods of utilizing
coal is inefficient. In converting it
into electricity we throw away about
&0 per cent of the chemical energy
as heat. At the same time we burn
many millions of tons of coal for heat
energy and in this process waste the
20 per cent high potential energy. It
seems an economical crime to burn
coal for mere heating without first
taking out as much high-grade en®i-
gy, mechanical or electrical, as is eco-
nomically feasible.

"“All these steps tend toward cheap-
er electricity. Startling will be the
changes when this time comes. At
present when we want to keep warm
on a cold day we use a furnace. kitch-
en range, the fireplace and other un-
satisfactory and insanitary methods.
In the summer, when the temperature
is above normal, we are practically
helpless and have to suffer. Electric
funs give some relief.

“But when heating is all done elec-
trically,” says Dr. Steinmetz, “and 1
want seventy degrees in my home. T
shall set the thermostat at seventy
and the temperature will not rise
above that point. This temperature
will be maintalned uniformly regard-
less of the weather outside. This will
also hold true on the warm day when
the temperature outside may be nine-
ty or 100 degrees. The same electri-
cal apparatus will cool the air, and.
what's more, it will also keep the hu-
midity normal at all times.

“Then, too, there is ventilation which
does not exist in the average home
today. At present we have to depend
on windows. doorways and electrie
fans to blow the bad air out. and with
it we lose, in winter, moat of the
heat we produced in our furnaces.
When electiricity is developed we will
have an apparatus for bringing fresh
air into the house, destroying the bad
air and recovering the heat from the
warm exhaust, air,

“Cooking by electricity will also be
much more satisfactory. No more coal
ranges and a great deal of our food
can be cooked on the table. This can
also be automatically regulated. For
example, we want to cook a cake. We
know this should be at & heat of 230
degrees for a period of forty-five min-
utes, so we set the regulator at 230-
45’ and cease to worry. At the ex-
piration of 45 minutes the heat is au-
tomatically turned off.

“Entertainment in our home will
also be improved. There will be no
need to go to some congested, poorly
ventilated hall for a musical concert.
We just push a plug into a base
receptacle, as we do for the vacuum
cleaner or table lamp, and we can
have the concert brought into our
homes. Music will be supplied by a
central station and distributed to sub-
scribers by wire, just as we get our
telephone service today. Perhaps this
may be by wireless, the home being
equipped by a radio receiving appa-
ratus. With this arrangement im-
proved. we may heur grand opera
stars as thev sing in European capi-
tals while sitting in our libraries at
home.

country
its

"'sing voal

the
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*The most essential purpoge of the
cellar today is a satisfactory place
to house the heating furnace, the coal
supply and ashes. With the home
electrical, these two purposes, as well
as many others of lesser importance,

are eliminated. So what usfe can we
put this space to?

“With the electrical improvements
to come, there will be a change in our
transportation system. There will be
more clectric automobiles and electric
bicyecles and tricycles will be de-
veloped. Because of their simplicity
and low price they will be available
to almost every one,”" predicts Dr.
Steinmetz, Our cellars will be the
place to keep them. We will have
driveways going under the house.
This will eliminate the need for
garages, which many times mar
the beauty of the landscape of the
property. While the cars are in the
basement they will have their bat-
teries recharged.

“Electricity will be used so gen-
erally then that the cost will likely
be apportioned on the basis of a tax.
like our water tax of today. The
charge will probably be so much a
plug, as we are now charged so much
a faucet. Electricity will be so cheap
that it will not pay to have meters
installed, readings taken and a Bys-
tem of accounts Kepl.

“Today water is used universally
and no one would think of charging a
friend or even a stranger for a drink.
The same will be true with elec-
tricity. When the friend calls with
his electric vehicle it will be driven
into your cellar and the battery will
be recharged while he is making his
call. It won't make any difference to
your bill, for you are charged for the
use of =0 many plugs or attachment
receptacles,”

“RBut what about the factory smoke
which will float over our c¢ities?* Dr.
Steinmetz was asked. ‘“Will this same
day see them entirely electrified?"’

I think so. High potential lines
from the central stations will be
able to transmit sufficlent power to
turn the wheels of industry. Smoke
{s being eliminated in some instances
right now. Coal bollers are still be-
ing used, but electricity is doing away
with the smoke and incidentally is
resulting in the reclamation of thou-
sands of dollars’ worth of material
that formerly went up out of the

imney.

“Until that day arrives when every-
thing will be electrified, a great deal
of the smoke can be eliminated by a
central station located on the out-
skirts, which will be aotomatically
coaled. Right now. the greater part
of our smoke comes when coal is
shoveled on in bulk on our fires. If
these fires were coaled by automatic
stokers. there would be very little
smoke.”

All
life will probably revein
ize the appesrance of cftiea, No dirt,
dust or Fmoke will be permissible and

e’
these changes in our domestic
tend to tion-

cities be more sganitary. The

accomplishments |

acr6ss China for hundreds of miles. by |

Dr. Steinmetz Predicts
Future Electrical Cities

tand with no animals for traction
lllaﬁl‘. there will be no dust or dirt.

With clean, pure air city dwellers
will be able to make their yards morae
JAttractive, und cities can improve and
heautify their parks. Evergreen pine
trees cun e growmn near homes, add-
iNng to the health of the community,
These do not grow in the cities today
berause of the smoke, dust and guses
Trees need fresh gir and their needics
are lungs The ‘evergreen does not
ahed it needles in the (all as other
trees do their leaves, thus replacing
1their smoke-chacked hreathers with
new. 1t has but one set of neecdles
and In the city these hecome =0
|clogged with dust and smoke that
:llle tree dies from suffocation

= % % ¥

It is all a pretty picture. this day
when everything will be olectrion
But for the fact that Dr. Steinme's
| foresees sych a condition, the thougi
{might be dismissed 88 an  over-
if.-mhusiashv dream However, won
'ldterful. A8 have bern past achieve-

| ments, one is safe in believing they
will geem insignificant compared with
those of future years,

Une must look back forty year= ton
|laﬂﬂ and observe how primitive were
'[““".)' of the conditions of existence,
A8 viewed from our present-day stand-
| point. How did the people of those
ydays manage to get along without the
llel#phmm. the typewriter, tha cash
| register. the safety blcycle, the elec-
‘tric street car. the plaver-ptano, the
| skyscraper building with ster]l skele-
ton. the wireless, the automobile and

H mu!fitml-- of minor conveniences
now in common use but unknown
| then? Look back 100 vears. and it is

like jumping into the dark ages,

“"Mogt persons have never stopped
| 1o consider just how dependent we are
on electricity today.,” said Mr. Stein-
metz “Living would be almost impos-
sible If electricity should go on strike
for a day without notice

“Take, for example, a time when vou
may he attending a dinner on the
roof garden of some hotel. Electricity
censes. The place is suddenly thrown
into complete darkness. You rush to
‘me telephone to find out what is the

matter. but the telephone doesn't
work without elactricity: vou call the
| walter and tell him to bring some
candles: he hurries to the elevator,
for you are on the twentieth floor, but
the elevator isn't working. He then
runs down the long flights to the of-
Iﬂce, securss candies and returns; the
| room i®= poorly lighted. but vou can
| Hes yvour way out. You face the same
JJong walk as the waiter, down fight
tafter flight of stairs to the main floor.
| You leave the hotel and plan taking &
ltrolloy car home, but the cars are not
running. You call for a tax!. but none
|aro able to start: their electric bat-
| teries are on strike. PBeing a long
way from home, you decide you will
remain at the hotel for the night, and
return. The hest room the clerk has
to offer is on the sixth floor, and you
y have to walk. Struggling your way
through dimix lighted halls and stair-
Iwu‘s. you are at last ushered (nto
your room. Two candles afford the
only light. The exertion has made you
thirsty. You just must have & drink
of water before retiring, but when
You turn the faucet there is no water,
for the electric pumps have stopped.
You push the button for the bellboy
to bring some water, but there i{s no
response; the bell doesn't ring. So
¥ou go to bed and make the best of
it until morning.

“Upon arising you are anxious to
see the morning paper, to learn what
hae happened. but their is no paper,
the typesetting machines and print-
ing presses can not operate without
: electricity. So you decide to visit the
newspaper office. You are anxious for
the news from important places, but
the newspapers have no bulletins ex-
cept of local interest. for the tele-
graph wires are closed and news
from other cities must be relayed by
courier, ag Iin the olden days, and it
has not yet arrived.

“And so on will be your troubles
for the remainder of the day. Yet,
electricity is only in its infancy.
Benjamin Franklin said that he would
like to be sealed up in a wine cask
for 100 years and then come out and
view the world as it would he at the
end of that time, We can Imagine how
amazed and delighted Franklin weald
be if permitted to behold the electri-
cal marvels of the twentieth een-
tury. Yet 1 feel safe in saying this
would be but slight as compared to
our surprise if we should seclude onr-
selves at this time for a like perind
and view the world in 2021."

Food and Medicine.

Many articlee now used as food were
formerly eaten as medicine, In the mid-
dle ages strawberries were prescribed as
a cure for consumption and ulecers, and
long after that Linnaeus descriped them
in his wurks on botany as a remedy for
gout. They were also racommended by
the physickers of old as “"2xcellent good
to cure the liver, the hlond and the
spleen.” 1In the Brit'sh Tsles today, and
perhaps in America, tnousands of lassies
and ladies swear by the strawbarry as
an a‘d to the complexinn.

Very early in the history cf garden
vegetables, ¢r garden s=ass, thase things
were not looked on so much as focd as
things Lo give savor to food. It was
aot then understood that one could werk
and ma‘nilain his strepgih on such light
stuff. But the older peopid seemed to
understand that fruits and vegetables
were good medicine, and it is troe today
that garden truck. though much bettar
known than formerly for its food values,
is also well thought of for i's medicinal
properties. Tomatoes are said to be
good for the liver, carrots for the com-
plaxion, spinach for many internal trou-
bles and onions for the blood, and the
value of fruits for keeping the system in
good condition is universally believed.

Sugar was at first sold by apothe-
cariez, botk as a medicima and as a
thing to sweeten and make othsr medi-
cines more palatable, for in thoss days
a medicine which was not bitter and
nauseous was not considered effective.
The sugar habit grew n people, its pro-
duction was stimulated and today the
whole world uses it as food.

When coffee was introduced into Eng-
land in the middle of the seventeenth
century it was heralded for its bealth-
yriving properties. and the habit became
established. A coffee adveriisement pub=
lished in 1657, and which is believed to
have been the first coffes advertise-
ment in England, thus praised its vir-
tues:

“A wvery wholesome physical drink,
having many excellent vertues, closes the
orifice of the stomach, fortifies the heat
within, helpeth digestion, guickeneth
the spirits, maketh the heart lightsom,
is good againbt eye-sores, coughs and
colds, thumes, consumptions, headaches,
colds, rhumes, consumptions, head-aches,
many others.”

Very Capable.

A SEA CAPTAIN, holding a glass of
lime juice approvingly up to the
light, said:

“Navies are different today from
what they used to be. A man was
talking to an old sailor. The sailor
said:

“ ‘Yes, sir, my boss was in the Nawvy,
too.
“In the Navy. was he? said the
man. ‘What was his official capacity,
may T ask?”

“‘Four to five quarts, sir," said the
old =ailor.”

Ignorance.

HE speaker was Gen, Horace
Townsend. He said:

“T had in Tours a French servant
girl who was preparing to migrate
to our shores In buying her outfit
she wanted to go in heavily for furs
and fur linings, but I said to her:

“‘Why so many furs? It isn't am
cold as all that in the United States”
“ndeed it is then,’ said the girl,

her head.




